
Dr. Emma Hoes 
Department of Political Science 

University of Zurich 

Affolternstrasse 56,  

8050 Zurich, Switzerland 

Website: https://emmahoes.com/ 

 
Academic Positions  

 

May 2021-present Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Zurich, Department of 

Political Science ERC Project PRODIGI and member of the Digital 

Democracy Lab  

 PI: Prof. Fabrizio Gilardi  

 

September 2022 Visiting Research Fellow, New York University (NYU), Center for Social 

Media & Politics (CSMaP) Host: Prof. Joshua Tucker  

 

October 2019-   Visiting PhD Researcher, Amsterdam School of Communication 

     Research  

February 2020    Host: Prof. Bert Bakker       

     

Education 

 

2018 - 2021  Ph.D., European University Institute, Department of Political and Social 

   Sciences 

Thesis: The Remedy Worse than the Sickness? Comparing the Harms of 

Misinformation to the Media’s Interventions Against It   

Supervisor: Prof. Hanspeter Kriesi  

PhD Committee: Prof. Andrew Guess, Prof. Jason Reifler, Prof. Arnout van de Rijt)  

 

2019           M.Res. Political and Social Sciences, European University Institute 

 

2017           M.A. Political Science, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 

Thesis: About Post-factualism, Populism, and Bullshit: Using discourse analysis to 
   identify post-factualism in populist and non-populist speech during the 2008 and 

  2016 US Presidential Elections 

  Supervisor: Prof. Guillem Rico 

 

2016 M.Sc Communication Sciences, Amsterdam School of Communication Research, 

University of Amsterdam 

 Thesis: Dare to Disagree? A qualitative research on the motivations students hold to 
engage in informal political conversations  

  Supervisor: Prof. Magdalena Wojcieszak  

 

2015           B.A. Communication and Information Sciences, Utrecht University 

  Supervisor: Prof. Paul van den Hoven 

 

Grants & Awards (*sole or co-PI)  

 

2025  DIZH 2nd Founder Call, Start-up Grant, 75’000CHF*  

2025  Una Europa Seed Funding 2025, 40’000€ (co-lead, PI Prof. Tom Louwerse)   

2025  Departmental Internal Funding, IPZ, University of Zurich, 10’000CHF* 

2022  Research Funding Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS), 

    9,000CHF* 
2021  Facebook Research Award in Misinformation and Polarization, 50,000$*  

2018 – 2021 Ph.D. Scholarship, Dutch Government (Nuffic), 80,000€ 
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Selected Conferences 

 

Hoes, E. & Altay, S. (September 2025) - Debriefing Dilemmas: Trust, Skepticism and Engagement 

After Deception in Experimental Research on Misinformation; Swiss Psychology Association, Crans 

Montana  

 

Hoes, E. & Altay, S. (June 2025) - Debriefing Dilemmas: Trust, Skepticism and Engagement After 

Deception in Experimental Research on Misinformation; European Political Science Assocation, 

Madrid  

 

Hoes, E. & Gilardi, F. (July 2024) – From Existential Threats to Immediate Harms: The Impact of AI 

Media Narratives; European Political Science Assocation, Cologne  

 

Altay, S., De Angelis, A., & Hoes, E (September 2023). – Media Literacy or Media Skepticism? 

Testing Novel Trust-Preserving Media Literacy Interventions; European Consortium for Political 

Research, Prague 

 

Hoes, E., & Klüser, K. J. (June 2023) – (Dis)information for Hire? A computational exploration of the 

extent to which social media influencers spread or combat misinformation; European Political Science 

Association, Glasgow 

 

Hoes, E. & Kubli, M. (February 2023) – The Prevalence of Conspiracy Theories from Web 1.0 to 3.0; 

Swiss Political Science Association, Basel  

 

Hoes, E., Klüser, K. J., & Marchal, N. E (September 2022). -- Exacerbating or Attenuating? The 

Effects of Content Moderation on False and Provocative Claims; American Political Science 

Association, Montreal  

 

Alizadeh, M., Hoes, E.,  & Gilardi, F. (June 2022) – Crypto Crypto Social Media: Platform 

Decentralization and Its Effects on User Behavior; European Political Science Association, Prague  

 

Marchal, N. E.., Hoes, E., Hamborg, F., Katzenbach, C., Kluser, K. J., Alizadeh, M., & Kubli, M. 

(May 2022) – The Role of Media Coverage in Platform Policy Change; International Communication 

Association, Paris  
 

Alizadeh, M., Gilardi, F., Hoes, E., Klüser, J., Kübli, M., & Marchal, N. E. (October 2021). Content 

Moderation in the Digital Democracy: What’s the Problem?; American Political Science Association, 

Virtual Conference 

 

Hoes, E., & Kamphorst, J. (August, 2020). Prominence over Proximity? The effects of terrorist attack 

on party preferences for incumbent versus populist radical right parties; European Consortium for 

Political Research, Virtual Conference 

 

Invited Talks  

 

Influencers & Political Attitudes (October 2025). Digital Democracy Summit, The Hague 

(Netherlands)  

 

Fighting Fake News: What Works, What Backfires, and What’s Next? (September 2025). 

Schweizerische Studienstiftung: Fake News: Wahrheit und Desinformation in der digitalen Welt, 

Bern  

 

Everything You Know About Misinformation is Wrong. (October 2024). Digital Society Initiative 

(DSI), Disinformation Month, University of Zurich  

 

Deepfakes, Distrust & Misinformation: The Impact of AI on Elections and Public Perception. 

(October, 2024) Center for Digital Trust (C4DT), EPFL, Lausanne 



 

Workshop: Rethinking the Problem of Misinformation and What (not) To Do About It. 

(September 2024).  Digital Society Initiative (DSI), University of Zurich  

 

Digitale Demokratie 2024: Herausforderungen und Chancen für politische Kommunikation in 

Zeiten von Social Media und Fake News. (September 2024). Young LSA, NEULAND.  

 

Professional Activities 

 

Reviewer for over 30 journals: including Nature Human Behavior, PNAS, Political Communication, 

New Media & Society, Journal of Politics, British Journal of Political Science 

 

Section chair (Political Behavior & Communication): International Society of Political Psychology 

Conference (Prague, Charles University, 3-6 July 2025)  

 

Co-organizer Digital Democracy Workshop (Edition 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025), DSI, University 

of Zurich 

 

Extra-curricular Activities  

 

2025 – present  Member of Working Group on AI in Teaching (UZH, Department of Political  

   Science) 

2025 – present  Organizer Peer Mentoring Group (UZH, Department of Political Science) 

2024 – 2025  President of the European University Institute’s Alumni Association (EUI AA) 

2019 – 2020 Co-organizer Political Behaviour Colloquium, European University Institute,  

   Florence 

2018 – 2019 Manager Fiasco Social Club, European University Institute, Florence  

 

Language Proficiency 

 

Dutch: native | English: C2 | Spanish: C1 | German: B2 | French: B1 | Italian: A2 

 

Software Proficiency 

 

Stata (proficient), LaTeX (proficient), R (intermediate), Qualtrics, QuestionPro, MTurk, Prolific  

 


